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AS WE GATHER

How close must we be to achieve unity? For us sinners, separation of even a little bit
compromises unity. What we need is a single source to unite us. It is our singular Savior who is
the only source of true unity. Our Readings today show us the one church continuing and
Matthias elected to sit in Judas’s chair. Jesus promises power to His followers and tells them to
stay close and do His will. And our Lord even prays that they might be one with Him even as He
is one with the Father. Today we need to hear the Word of God to find strength for continuing our
being the one Body of Christ.

****The Lord's Supper will be celebrated at this service, Communion is offered to Lutheran
members in Altar & Pulpit Fellowship only, we believe based on Scripture and the “Book of
Concord”, (The Lutheran Confessions) that only those who share the same faith and teaching of
Doctrine should Commune together. Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 10:17, 1 Cor. 11:26 and Rom. 16:17 is
where we find this written, if this is your first time at St. Matthew, and would like to take
Communion, please talk to the Pastor before the service. If you are taking Communion, please fill
out the Communion Registration form. ****

Welcome to all our Members, Guests and Visitors today, if you re a visitor, please
introduce yourself to the pastor after service in the Narthex. We here at St. Matthew pray
that you enjoy your time worshiping with us today.



TLH 436 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
We are one at first because we all sinned. Let us confess our sin and
sinfulness to God, our heavenly Father.
We confess, Lord our God, that we have sinned in our thoughts, our
rashly spoken words, and in acting for our own benefit, and not out of
love. We cannot help ourselves, for we have fallen from being Your
good creation. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us for Jesus’ sake.
In His great love our Father sent His only-begotten Son to pay for all sin and
to rise victorious. We are one because of that gracious act! As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Introit
Hear my cry, O God,
listen to my prayer;
for you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the enemy.
For you, O God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
Prolong the life of the king;
may his years endure to all generations!
May he be enthroned forever before God,;
appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!
So will I ever sing praises to your name,
as | perform my vows day after day.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



KYRIE
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory be to God on high:

and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee,
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great
glory. O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou
that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For
Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. Thou only, O Christ, with the
Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in tritumph far above all heavens,
leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:12-26

12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And
when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they
were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the
Zealot and Judas the son of James. 1*All these with one accord were
devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the



mother of Jesus, and his brothers.!>In those days Peter stood up among
the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 120) and

said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became
a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 7For he was numbered among us
and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a
field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst
open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 1°And it became
known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in
their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written
in the Book of Psalms, ““May his camp become desolate, and let there be
no one to dwell in it’; And “‘Let another take his office.’ 21So one of the
men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until
the day when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become
with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And they put forward two,
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 24And
they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this
ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own
place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he
was numbered with the eleven apostles.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Epistle Revelation 22:1-20

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will



be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4They will see his face, and
his name will be on their foreheads. SAnd night will be no more. They
will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and
they will reign forever and ever. ¢And he said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the
prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take
place.” 7“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps
the words of the prophecy of this book.” I, John, am the one who heard
and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, °but he said to
me, “You must not do that! [ am a fellow servant with you and your
brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.” 1°And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy of this book, for the time is near. !1Let the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy
still be holy.” 12“Behold, [ am coming soon, bringing my recompense
with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. 13] am the Alpha and
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” n14Blessed
are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the
tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 150utside are
the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and
idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16, Jesus,
have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches.
[ am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires
take the water of life without price. 18] warn everyone who hears the
words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add
to him the plagues described in this book, 1?and if anyone takes away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his
share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this
book. 20He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”



Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Alleluia. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Alleluia.

St. John 17:20-26

The Holy Gospel according to St., the seventeenth chapter
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
*[Jesus said:] “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will
believe in me through their word, *'that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. **The glory that you have given me I
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and
you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. **Father, I desire
that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where [ am, to see
my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. *O righteous Father, even though the world does
not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. *°I made
known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the
love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,



God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

TLH 403 Savior, Thy Dying Love
Sermon
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.



Offering

Prayer of the Church
Let us pray for ourselves, the church around the world, and all people in
their various conditions. For our brothers and sisters here at St. Matthew, in
the one church wherever the Gospel is proclaimed, that the Holy Spirit
would guide and govern those who call Jesus Lord and that they be led into
the way of truth, For those who sit in places of authority in this world, that
God bless them and protect them, For those who travel, that they reach their
destinations safely, serving Christ wherever they go, For all who raise crops
and tend herds, all who distribute the world’s bounty, and all who manage
the resources of God’s good creation For all who call out to God for healing
and comfort, [especially . . .], that He visit and relieve them in His gracious
plans for them, Into Your hands we commend ourselves and all for whom
we pray, trusting in Your mercy, heavenly Father, for the sake of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly
to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might
make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is
He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Thanks and praise to You, O Lord our God, King of all creation. We give
thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ,
Your only-begotten Son. Grant that we may faithfully eat and drink of the
fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and
salvation that come to us in His body and blood.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My & body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same manner also He took the cup when He had supped, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My ¥ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
We remember before You, O Lord, the holy incarnation and obedient life of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, and His suffering upon the cross for our sin. We
rejoice at His mighty resurrection from the dead and His ascension on high
there to plead for us as our own High Priest. We look for His coming again
on the day You have appointed to bring to completion all things and to



deliver us and all the faithful into His kingdom that is without end. Guard
our hearts that we may be kept in this holy faith and fear to the glory of Your
holy name and for our salvation. In Him, with Him, and through Him, all
honor and glory are Yours, almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
both now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of
the world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest
away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.



Distribution / TLH 388 Just As I Am, Without One Plea

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before
the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Thanksgiving
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICAMUS

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and " give you peace.

TLH 398 Renew Me, O Eternal Light



